Introduction

San Lorenzo de El Escorial

This publication, produced by the Madrid Regional Transport
Consortium, offers a synthesised image of those localities
with most tourist interest and the most important natural areas
in the Madrid region.

Historic town located in the middle of the Guadarrama mountains, its
interest resides both in its considerable artistic heritage as well as in the
scenic quality of its surroundings, very much appreciated by day-trippers and climbers.
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The guide "Visiting the Madrid Region on Public Transport" is
aimed to be a source of information for those visitors and tourists
who are in the city of Madrid or for those people from Madrid
who prefer public transport system to travel outside the city. The
aim in any case is to favour the access on public transport from
the Madrid city to the main tourist attractions in the region.
The information in this map is structured into different levels.
In the first place, information is provided about the main
tourist areas in the Madrid region, specially San Lorenzo de
El Escorial, Alcalá de Henares and Aranjuez, small maps of
are enclosed for these municipalities. Secondly, all natural
protected areas in the Madrid Region are listed with their
main natural features.
Information is given for each municipality or natural area
regarding its public transport connections, both by interurban
bus and local railways to the main interchanges and railway
stations in Madrid city. Since there are a large number of lines
and timetables. For further information, contact by telephone
the different interurban bus operating companies and the
Renfe local railway network.

San Lorenzo de El Escorial Monastery. Constructed during the reign
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Town on the banks of the River Tajo to the south of Madrid. Its
magnificent natural surroundings, in the middle of the valley, were
chosen by Fernando VI to build the Royal Palace and its surrounding gardens.
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Royal Palace. The original project was the work of Juan de
Herrera, but it was finally completed by Santiago Bonavia, on the
orders of Fernando VI. It is a good example of a baroque style palace.
Francisco Sabatini, on the orders of Carlos III, incorporated two lateral
wings into the original building. A majestic staircase leads a series of
rooms which show off the most exquisite qualities of 18th century art.
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its tower, clock and bell.
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8 Royal Carlos III Theatre Coliseum. It became part of the
National System of Theatres and Festivals of Spain in 1981. In 1995
it was declared a Monument of Cultural Interest.
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The Infante’s little house or "Casa de Abajo". A neoclassical
architectural masterpiece built by the architect Juan de Villanueva in
1772. It is a hunting summerhouse situated within the municipality of
El Escorial.

Philip II’s Chair. The steps, sculptured into an enormous rock,
lead to the platform from where the King contemplated the progress of
work on the Monastery and the visitor will appreciate the magnificent
view of the historical-artistic site of San Lorenzo de El Escorial and
Mount Abantos.

Buitrago del Lozoya
2,068

2

Aranjuez Gardens. The fascinating layout of the gardens is the

result of two centuries work in search of geometric perfection combined with a great variety of botanical species. Every season of the year
offers the visitor an interminable palette of colours. Pools, fountains,
loggias, pavilions and statues make up an extraordinary artistic
image. The series of gardens are in turn composed of numerous sections, a feature being the Prince’s Garden with its great variety of trees,
many of them brought from America by Carlos IV. The Island Gardens,
bordered by the Tajo has an immense wooded area, extensive avenues and stone and marble fountains dedicated to mythological characters. The Flower Bed Garden precedes the Palace and is the scene
of the monumental Hercules Fountain.

I3

5 Seaman’s House. Located in the Prince’s Garden grounds. It was
used as accommodation for seamen belonging to the Tajo Squadron.
It is currently the home of the Museum de Falúas (launches), the barges
which sailed along the river.
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San Carlos and San Pascual Convent. The hospital was an initiative

of Carlos III in order to provide medical attention for palace servants.
It currently houses different municipal offices and receives funds for the
Aranjuez Historical Archive. The Convent of San Pascual is located
opposite the hospital and was built by Francisco Sabatini. A feature of
its neo-classical facade, terminating in two towers, is the set of columns
and pilasters and the fronton which crowns the building.
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Alpajes Church. This is the oldest church in the Royal Seat. The
most significant item in the building is the superb window which shows
Carlos III’s coat of arms and fleece.

191

74 km

75 min

Municipality in the Madrid Sierra Norte Mountains situated on the route
of the old Burgos road. Its privileged location made it of strategic importance, controlling the passage over the River Lozoya and routes to the
north of the Peninsula. This circumstance explains its fine walled area.
Wall and castle. The old part of Buitrago is dominated by its Arabic wall,
at the bottom of which runs the River Lozoya, dammed on this stretch by
the Riosequillo reservoir. The beauty of the wall and its surroundings is
complemented with the presence of the Santa María del Castillo Church,
built between the 15th and 16th centuries. The River Lozoya can be
crossed at the Calicanto Bridge.
Picasso Museum. Eugenio Arias collection, the artist’s hairdresser. A milestone in contemporary art which complements the medieval surroundings.
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Labrador House. Small neoclassic style palace, built by Isidro
González Velázquez on the orders of King Carlos IV and María Luisa
de Parma. Amongst its different rooms mention should be made of the
Platinum Room, a room for the Queen’s private use decorated with fine
wood incrusted with gold and platinum.
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4 Tradesmen and Gentlemen’s House/House of Infantes. Its function
was to give lodging to servants and visitors to the Courts. They are on
the edge of San Antonio square, reached through a series of pretty
arcades.
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Town Hall. Typical town hall building of the mountain area, with

Valle de Los Caídos. Commemorative monument with a funerary
character which is located in the Cuelgamuros valley 8 kilometres from
San Lorenzo. It consists of a vast granite cross and a basilica dug into
the rock.
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5 The Palace of the Dukes of Alba. An 18th century building. In
spite of its deterioration it still conserves its original palace proportions.
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The Infante’s little house or "Casa de Arriba". Small palace situated in the Paseo de Carlos III, Infante Juan Gabriel had it built in
1767. The architect was Juan de Villanueva.
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45 min Travel Time
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access esplanade to the monastery. It is a traditional promenade for
both town-dwellers and visitors. During the August festival it is an
exceptionally good vantage point for enjoying the fireworks.
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Monastery Court. A group of public areas which make up the

10

Urban Bus Service - connection
with railway station

Aranjuez

60 min

7 Infante Francisco de Paula Building. It is currently the seat of the
Euroforum-Escorial University Institute. The prestigious Complutense
University of Madrid summer courses are held here.

49 km Distance from Madrid

Railway
from Madrid

49 km

2 Apothecary “Casa de la Botica”. The building where a chemist’s
was situated which became an important meeting and research centre
for alchemists from all over the world searching for the philosopher’s
stone.

Key symbols

C-8
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661 - 664

The Farmer Royal Stables. Two outbuildings of this important
installation linked to the monastery have recently been renovated.

This map is complementary to the "Visiting the Centre of
Madrid on Public Transport" publication, aimed at visitors
who wish to get to know the centre of the capital.

Number of inhabitants

C-8

E7

of King Philip II, the work was commenced by Juan Bautista de Toledo
in 1563 and finished in 1584 by his disciple, Juan de Herrera, who
created a particular architectural style which has become and known
since then as "herreriano". It was an authentic symbol of the Austrian
kings’ dynasty’s hegemony. The Monastery building houses the palace
outbuildings of the Austrian and Bourbon Kings, in addition to a library
of incalculable value. The historic ensemble is completed with the convent, the basilica and the Royal Mausoleums. The urban layout of San
Lorenzo is structured around the Monastery.

General information is also given (number of inhabitants,
travelling time, distance), different Public Transport fares,
both in the city of Madrid and on lines connecting the capital with the rest of the region, and Travel Pass and Tourist
Travel Pass information.
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Rascafría
2,059

G4
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Mountain locality situated at the head of the River Lozoya valley, very
close to the limits of the Peñalara Peak, Cirque and Lake National Park.
Very near to the old part of Rascafría is the El Paular Monastery
Grounds, founded in the 16th century by James I of Castile. The succession of architectural styles can be appreciated in the El Paular
grounds, ranging from Gothic and Mudéjar to baroque. At the foot of
the Cotos or del Paular mountain pass, Rascafría has preserved remains
of the old routes linking the Lozoya Valley with the Eresma Valley, near
Segovia.
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Torrelaguna
4,671

J4
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58 km

75 min

Mountain municipality which has a fine Plaza Mayor composed of a
series of emblematic buildings such as the 16th century Town Hall.
Next to the town hall is the Gothic church of Santa María Magdalena
(14th century) with its sober, robust façade. Close to Torrelaguna there
are several areas of enormous interest, such as the locality of Patones
de Arriba or the original installations for the Isabella II Channel, built
in the middle of the 19th century to supply Madrid with water. Of the
different civil works carried out in constructing the Channel, one should
emphasise the old Pontón de la Oliva dam, scarcely 10 kilometres from
Torrelaguna, and situated in a pretty spot with limestone crests where
climbers enjoy some excellent rocks for climbing. Near El Pontón is the
entrance to the cave of El Reguerillo.
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Alcalá de Henares

203,645 K8

World Heritage Site city and seat of one of the oldest universities in
Europe. Alcalá is located east of Madrid city in a transition area
between the fertile valley of the River Henares and the first mesetas of La Alcarria.
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Magistral Cathedral. This church is one of only two in the whole

world which has the title of Magistral, meaning that all its canons had to
be masters at the university. The present building was erected between
1497 and 1514 at the request of Cardinal Cisneros, its artificers being
Antón and Enrique Egas who projected the building with features reminiscent of the late gothic period. A robust tower rises next to the vestibule,
the belfry being finished in Herreriano style in the 17th century.
2 Archbishop’s Palace. Erected in the 8th century as a palace fortress
for the archbishops of Toledo. The building has been subjected to the
interventions of the successive prelates who resided here. It is protect-
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ed by walled grounds which still have some important remains, such
as the so-called Tenorio tower in the Palace Square, which dates from
the 16th century.
3 San Ildefonso University College. Founded by Cardinal Cisneros in
1495. It is an example of the most representative images of Alcalá,
thanks in part to its plateresque façade, the work of Rodrigo Gil de
Hontañón, and the pretty courtyards which it houses in its interior. It is
the seat of the University of Alcalá Assembly Hall.
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Minister’s Chapel. One of the few remains still preserved in the old
parish of Santa María la Mayor. The chapel was founded by King John
II’s minister, Pedro Díez de Toledo, in the 15th century. A major feature
is the extremely stilted semi-circular arch with Mudéjar plaster work.
The font where Miguel de Cervantes was christened is situated here.
The building also houses an important exhibition hall.
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Complutum. This is the Roman city which gave rise to the present
day Alcalá. It was initially located on the Viso hill plateau, where
remains of the former Roman road exist, until it was moved to the
Henares valley in the course of the 1st century.

5
6

3

1

9 San Bernardo Monastery and Museum. Built after 1618 on the
orders of the Cardinal Archbishop of Toledo Bernardo de Sandoval y
Rojas, his architect, Juan Gómez de Mora, turned it into an emblem of
the first baroque style Spanish buildings. There is an enclosure museum in the church’s high gallery where interesting works of art can be
seen, in addition to rooms befitting a religious place, such as a kitchen
or an enclosure cell.
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7 Open-air Sculpture Museum. Opened in 1993, it claims to be the
biggest of its kind in Europe. From the Madrid gate and bordering the
wall along the streets of Andrés Saborit and Vía Complutense, there
are some fifty sculptures, among which it is possible to find a great variety of materials, techniques and styles.
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6 Corral de Zapateros. A building with a singular character which
has preserved some important constructive items, in keeping with its
condition as a place for public entertainment. Its origins as a playhouse
go back to 1602. At the end of the 17th century it became a covered
coliseum, a romantic theatre in 1830 and a cinema until the 1970s. It
is currently being restored.
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5 Casa Cervantes Museum. The house where Miguel de Cervantes
was born. Restored in 1956, it has conserved many original items,
especially the uncovered al fresco paintings on an adjoining wall. It
has a good collection of old and modern editions of Cervantes’ works.
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Manzanares
el Real6,933

Chinchón
G6

724

53 km

45 min

Town located in the foothills of La Pedriza in the middle of the Manzanares
High Basin Regional Park. The castle and buildings in the old part are
noted for the severe architectural style of the granite masonry.
Duques del Infantado Castle. Beautiful building built around 1435 by the
Marquis of Santillana, Iñigo López de Mendoza. Its excellent state of conservation, its location on a promontory in the waters of the Santillana
reservoir and the presence of La Pedriza as a backdrop go to make it one
of the most beautiful and emblematic images of the Madrid Region. Other
representative elements of the Manzanares should not be forgotten, like
the 16th century parish church or the medieval bridge over the River
Manzanares.

San Martín de Valdeiglesias
7,888

B10

551

68 km

80 min

Municipality located in the west of the region in an area of transition
between the Guadarrama Sierra and the Gredos foothills in the province
of Ávila.
An area of great environmental value marked by the presence of the River
Alberche and populated by extensive areas of pine groves. Two buildings
deserve a mention. The first is the Parish Church of San Martín, the work
of Juan Herrera and which possesses an important collection of baroque
paintings. The second building is the Castle of La Coracera, a defensive
fortification which has been very well preserved. Near San Martín, but in
the territory of Ávila, there is also the famous Toros de Guisando, well
known for being chosen as the place for proclaiming Isabella the Catholic
as queen.
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Town situated in the southeast countryside with a landscape dominated by dry farming activities on the moors and high areas and by the
fertile irrigated lowland valleys.
Plaza Mayor. The square and the web of adjacent alleyways form an
architectural unit which is very representative of Castilian rural life. The
Plaza Mayor is porticoed and its irregular morphology gives it a special charm; the bullfights held in this peculiar bullring are also very
famous.
The 14th century castle is also worth visiting, rebuilt in the 16th century and the former Capuchinos Monastery, now converted into a
Parador. Chinchón is an excellent place to enjoy the Madrid gastronomy and to taste the famous anisette.

Colmenar de Oreja
8,127
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47 km

65 min

Picturesque town situated only 5 kilometres from Chinchón and with an
outstanding Plaza Mayor. The latter was masterfully set into the lowest
part of a valley and can be crossed by a tunnel which runs under the
square.
A little-known aspect of Colmenar is the limestone quarries, which due
to their quality and white colour have been used on buildings as
emblematic as the Royal Palace or the la Almudena Cathedral in
Madrid. Colmenar’s famous white wines should not be forgotten either
and which are kept in a great many modern and traditional bodegas
dotted around the town. With relation to wine producing, there is a
great tradition in producing earthenware vats.
BICYCLE TRANSPORT

Navalcarnero
20,058

F10

528

31 km

45 min

Locality situated in the southeast quarter of the Madrid Region and which
still preserves a good deal of its old rural air. Noted for the urban structure of its winding streets, joined around the porticoed square, where
good meat and even better wines are served
Plaza de Segovia. Built between 1579 and 1617, it is the nerve centre of
Navalcarnero. Its irregular layout, its porticoed buildings and the presence
of the Our lady of Assumption Church which dates from the 16th century,
give it a special charm. The Royal Wedding between King Philip IV and
Archiduchess Mariana was held here in 1649, thereby acquiring the privilege of being called the "Royal Town of Navalcarnero".

An interesting option for touring the Madrid Region by bicycle is to
take advantage of the facilities offered by Metro, Light Rail and the
RENFE Local Railway network for travelling by bicycle.
You can take your bicycle with you on the Metro and Light Rail on
Monday to Friday from 10:00 h to 12:30 h and from 21:00 h to
the end of service and on Saturdays, Sundays and bank holidays
at any time and on any line. www.metromadrid.es
The RENFE Local Railway network allows bicycles on all lines and
every day of the week, although there are certain timetable restrictions during rush hours. We recommend that you check the
restrictions on the internet: www.renfe.es/cercanias
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N AT U R A L P R O T E C T E D A R E A S I N T H E M A D R I D R E G I O N
Approximately 50% of the Madrid Region contains areas of
great value on account of their rarity, environmental quality or
ecological fragility. These areas are also the habitat for botanical
and faunal populations representative of many of the ecosystems
in the Iberian Peninsula. The main green areas in the Region
which are protected in some way are the following:
1

Manzanares High Basin Regional Park

Middle Course of the River Guadarrama
and its surroundings

4

Reference towns: Galapagar and Torrelodones.
The valley of the River Guadarrama constitutes a north-south ecological
area which joins together different natural areas between the Central
System and the Sagra area in Toledo province. It is a natural area with
riverbank ecosystems exposed to the threat of residential development,
the pressure from visitors and waste indiscriminately dumped in the river.

G5

Reference towns: Manzanares el Real and Colmenar Viejo.
The North-south corridor, which contains a large part of typical
ecosystems in the Iberian Peninsula, extends from the source of the
River Manzanares in the highest points of the Guadarrama Sierra to
the most northerly areas of the city of Madrid. There are some areas
of great ecological value within its perimeter, such as Monte de El
Pardo, el Soto de Viñuelas or La Pedriza de Manzanares.
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Peñalara Peak, Cirque and Lakes National Park G4

Reference town: Rascafría.
The Peak of Peñalara (2,428 m) is the highest point in the Madrid Region.
It is located in an exceptional area since it is a zone of high mountains
whose current morphology is the result of former glaciers which, following
fusion, left behind a landscape of cirques, lakes and moraines. The zone
is of great educational, scientific and recreational interest.

San Juan Lake Fauna Refuge

8

F9

J12

Reference towns: Titulcia, Chinchón and Villaconejos.
Extensive area of lakes and marshes situated on the left side of the
River Tajuña on the stretch between Titulcia and Chinchón. Winter
refuge for aquatic birds and fauna.

Arcipreste de Hita Rock Natural
Monument of National Interest.

9

E6

Reference towns: Guadarrama and Los Molinos.
Area of cultural and natural interest mentioned by the Archpriest in the
Libro de Buen Amor (Book of Good Love). It is very close to the Alto
de los Leones or Guadarrama Mountain Pass, in an area very much
appreciated by day-trippers for its pretty natural peaks separating
Madrid and Segovia. The area is dotted with fortifications from the
Spanish Civil War.

Greenways

2

Southeast Regional Park

I11

Reference towns: Rivas-Vaciamadrid, Arganda del Rey and San
Martín de la Vega.
A natural area situated at the confluence of the Rivers Jarama and
Manzanares. It is an extensive area with numerous small lakes and low
lying ground which are the winter refuge for migratory birds. The Park
consists of a series of irrigated fertile valleys, with gypsum cliffs and
precipices. There are stretches of wine and olive groves further at the
edge of the valley.
3

Montejo de la Sierra Beech Grove Natural
Area of National Interest

El Regajal – Mar de Ontígola Natural Reserve

6

I13

Reference town: Aranjuez.
El Regajal is a steppe-like area with vegetative formations which are characteristic of arid climate areas: scarlet oaks. This area is world famous,
however, for the presence of a unique colony of butterflies, some of which
live only in this area. The Mar de Ontígola is a small artificial lake which
is the home for many species of aquatic birds and lyphophyte vegetation.

J2

The Scenic Area of the Pinar de Abantos
and the Herrería area

7

Reference town: Montejo de la Sierra.
An outstanding area since it possesses the only beech wood in the
region. The zone also has great scenic value with the presence of
extensive areas of oak trees and villages with great charm, such as
Paraje Montejo de la Sierra or La Hiruela.

There are a range of different kinds of tickets for travelling by public
transport in both the city of Madrid and throughout the Madrid Region.
These vary, depending on the route you want to take, the mode of transport you choose and your age.

Tourist Travel Pass

The fare zones for the travel pass are laid out in concentric circles, starting in the centre of the city of Madrid
(zone A). The outermost fare zone is the “E2”.
There are several kinds of pass: the Regular Pass (for people between 21 and
64), Youth Pass, valid up to the age of 21, and the Senior Citizen’s Pass, for
the over 65s.
Travel cards are available at any tobacconist on presentation of a photo and
an identity document. You can buy your tickets for the next month between
the 20th of the month before and the 15th of the month in question on presentation of your Travel Card.
Travel Pass Fares

(January 2009)

MONTHLY REGULAR

INTERZONAL
E2
E1
B1-B2/B2-B3/B3-C1/C1-C2
Û 46.00 Û 53.70 Û 60.60 Û 69.00 Û 75.30 Û 83.50
Û 40.40
Û 93.00 Û 111.00

MONTHLY YOUTH

Û 29.50 Û 33.50 Û 38.00 Û 43.40 Û 47.40 Û 52.10

TYPE

MONTHLY SENIOR
ANNUAL REGULAR
ANNUAL SENIOR

ZONE

This is the name Renfe gives to those stations which are in areas of
great ecological and scenic value. This denomination is given to
Cercedilla in the Madrid Region, situated in the foothills of the Sierra
de Guadarrama. Line C-9 begins at Cercedilla, a charming narrow
gauge railway which takes a pretty route up to the winter resorts of
Navacerrada and Cotos. Localization E5

(January 2009)

This is a travel pass that has
no limit on the number of
journeys you can make
and it is valid for all
modes of public transport.
It takes the form of a permanent Travel Card,
with a photo, personal
details of the passenger,
and an annual or
monthly ticket covering
whatever fare zones the
passenger may need.

1

For any journey from the city of Madrid to anywhere else in the Region
of Madrid, the fares will depend on how many fare zones you cross
before reaching your destination and the kind of ticket that you use.
Specific information about the cost of the journey is available from the
Suburban Railway Stations and at the offices of the companies running
inter city bus services to the tourist sites.

Green Stations

Travel Pass

Within the city of Madrid (fare zone “A”), you can travel by Metro, Ligth
rail (ML1), EMT bus and Renfe suburban railways. A single Metro and
EMT ticket costs € 1.00. There is a ten trip ticket known as a “Metrobus”,
costing € 7.40, which can be used on both modes of transport.
Passengers who enter or leave an Underground Network station located
in one of the airport terminals must pay an additional fee of € 1.00.

The cost of a ticket for the suburban railways in the city of Madrid on
a working day is € 1.20. There is a “Bonotren” 10-trip ticket that
costs € 6.80.

www.viasverdes.com

D/E7

Reference towns: San Lorenzo de El Escorial and El Escorial.
An extensive wood covers a great part of the southern Monte Abantos
foothills, the La Herrería valley and the Machotas peak where Philip II’s
Chair is located. Some of the best views of the San Lorenzo de El Escorial
Monastery can be enjoyed here.

Public Transport Fares

The Greenways are routes deigned for walkers and cyclists which use
the routes of abandoned railway lines. There are several of these
routes in disuse in the Madrid Region.
PICADAS GREENWAY. Located between the Bridge of San Juan (M-501)
and the Picadas Dam, very close to Pelayos de la Presa. This is an old
section of the Madrid-San Martín de Valdeiglesias-Valle del Tiétar railway line. Bus: 551. Localization C10
TAJUÑA GREENWAY AND GREENWAY “FERROCARRIL DE LOS 40 DÍAS”. A section
between the localities of Arganda del Rey and Ambite. Also a branch has
been constructed until Estremera. This is the old railway line from Madrid
to Arganda and the Tajuña Valley. Bus: 337. Localization K11

A

B1

B2

B3

C1

C2

Û 25.60

The Tourist Travel Pass is the cheapest,
easiest and most practical way of travelling around Madrid for short stays of
travel between 1 and 7 days. With this
Pass, you can use all the public transport in the Madrid Region without any
limits on the number of journeys you
make during the period in which it is
valid.

Û 10.90
Û 119.90

MONTHLY TRAVEL PASS CARDS COST Û 1.20. CARDS FOR ANNUAL TRAVEL PASSES ARE PROVIDED FREE OF CHARGE.

Travel Pass Information: 012 (www.ctm-madrid.es)
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Where to get it
You can buy a Tourist Travel Pass in:
Madrid Regional Transport Consortium Office; in Metro
Network: Passenger Service Offices and Information Points at the
two stations of the Airport, Chamartín, Atocha-Renfe and
Méndez Álvaro.
The Tourist Travel Pass is personal and non-transferable. You must
present your I.D. document to buy a Pass. Your I.D. card or passport number will figure on the back of the ticket.
Validity
There are five kinds of Tourist Travel Pass: for 1, 2, 3, 5 and 7
calendar days, counting from the date on which they are first
used. From that moment, expiration date will be printed on the
back of the ticket.
Services included
You can choose one of two zones: zone A, which includes all Metro,
Madrid EMT and Renfe Suburban Railway services within this zone; and
zone T, which comprises all public transport services in the Madrid
Region, including inter-city buses, plus extensions to Guadalajara and
Toledo, but they are not valid for RENFE Operator Regional Services.
Tourist Travel Pass

Û 65.90 Û 82.10

Û 506.00 Û 590.70 Û 666.60 Û 759.00 Û 828.30 Û 918.50

MADRID

ZONE

VALIDITY

A
T

(January 2009)

1 day

2 days

3 days

5 days

7 days

Û 5.20

Û 8.80

Û 11.60

Û 17.60

Û 23.60

Û 10.40

Û 17.60

Û 23.20

Û 35.20

Û 47.20

50% DISCOUNT FOR CHILDREN UNDER 11

